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antagonistic factions.   Besides his own fellow-refugees
and the converts of Medina, between whom there was
always some jealousy, Mohammad had to deal with a
large party of those who judged it politic to profess
Islam, but were ready to recant and plot against the
Prophet whenever  opportunity  offered.    These  are
the men whom the Koran frequently attacks under
the name of "the Hypocrites."    Besides these, the
Jews were very   numerous  in  and round  Medina,
and though they were at  first inclined to palm off
Mohammad   upon   their   neighbours   as  their   own
promised Messiah, they soon found that he was not
the man to make a tool of, and thenceforward they
showed themselves his most determined enemies.    To
keep order among all these sections was no easy task
for a born statesman, and to Mohammad, who had no
training in the art of governing men, it was peculiarly
difficult.    His remarkable  power  of  personal  influ-
ence, which evoked an enthusiastic loyalty from his
followers, stood him in good stead, and it must be
allowed that he proved himself a strong ruler, as well
as  a  zealous prophet.     How far  his  character as
prophet was corrupted by the necessities of govern-
ment we need not discuss* ; for the inspiration of
the Koran and the  sincerity of  its  preacher  have
nothing to do with the present chapter.    The point to
be considered is merely the variety of causes which
produced the comparative complexity of the Medina
chapters.    It is intelligible that the nature of the

* See above, p. 80 ft